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James Canfield Obituary

Canfield, James B.

FREDERICKSBURG, Texas - James B. Canfield, a retired N.Y.S. Supreme Court Justice, passed away on April 13, 2026, at the age of 85,
following a two-year struggle with Parkinson's disease.

Born on August 11, 1940, in Utica, N.Y., Jim was the son of J. Frank and Catherine Murnaghan Canfield. Shortly after his birth, the Canfield
family returned to their hometown of Troy, where Jim was raised.

Jim is survived by his daughter, Catherine Canfield Calomeni; and her husband, Chris; his granddaughters, Casey Wilson, and her husband, Brian,
and Kayla Elise Browder, and her husband, Coleman; his great-granddaughter, Nina Wilson; his brother, Robert F. Canfield, and his wife, Alice
Lee Walukas Canfield; his nephew, Matthew P. Canfield, and his wife, Lauren Marcus Canfield; and his grandnieces and nephew, Taylor, Shea, and



Hayden Canfield.

Jim graduated from Catholic Central High School in Troy in 1958, Siena College in 1962, and Albany Law School in 1965. He began his legal
career as an Assistant District Attorney for Rensselaer County before entering private practice in downtown Troy, where he practiced law for 20
years. In 1985, he was elected Rensselaer County District Attorney, serving six years before his election to the N.Y.S. Supreme Court in 1991. He
served with distinction on the Supreme Court for 14 years, retiring in 2005.

An avid traveler, Jim explored many countries, continents, and natural wonders throughout his life. His favorite destination remained Ireland, the
homeland of his ancestors and a place where he maintained deep family connections. He was also a devoted sports fan, a loyal supporter of the
N.Y. Giants for more than 30 years as a season ticket holder, proudly "bleeding Giants blue."

Jim formed lasting friendships wherever he went. He was equally at ease engaging in spirited political discussions or sharing laughter among
friends, bringing warmth and humor to every gathering. He will be deeply missed.

A Funeral Mass will be celebrated on Saturday, May 2, 2026, at 10:30 a.m., in the Shrine Church of St. Anthony of Padua, 28 State St., Troy,
followed by the Rite of Committal and burial in St. Peter's Cemetery, Troy. A reception, celebrating Jim's life, will follow the committal service at
Ryan's Wake, 403 River St., Troy. Family and friends are invited to attend. Calling hours will be held on Friday, May 1, 2026, from 4 to 7 p.m., at
Parker Brothers Memorial, in Watervliet.

In lieu of customary remembrances, memorial contributions may be made to St. Jude Children's Research Hospital, 501 St. Jude Place, Memphis,

Tenn. 38105, or online at www.stjude.org

Fond memories and words of comfort and condolence may be shared with his family by visiting Jim's memorial page

at www.parkerbrosmemorial.com
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